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Dear Westlake High Community,

World Recognition Days

Thank you for taking the time to read the first edition of the 2017- 2018 IB Middle
Years Programme (IBMYP) newsletter. I do hope you find this newsletter informative
as we embark on this journey to IB MYP authorization! Our goal is to improve your
understanding of the Middle Years Programme as well as keep our community up-todate on the great things happening at Westlake.
Westlake High School is currently in the "Consideration Phase" and exploring the
International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme to determine if we share a
common philosophy—a commitment to high quality, challenging, international
education that will ensure our students are globally aware and competitive after high
school.
During this phase, we will focus on where we are now, and what we need to do to align
our current philosophies and practices with those of IB. Throughout this year you will
receive additional information about the MYP program, as well as our current IB
Diploma program, the IB Learner Profiles, and updates on the progress within this
phase.
Respectively your servant in education,
Dr. Triaka Larry
IB MYP Coordinator

Inquirers are persons who
nurture their curiosity, develop
skills for inquiry and research.
They know how to learn
independently and with others.
Also, inquirers learn with
enthusiasm and sustain their
love of learning throughout
life.
Are you interested in
knowing your IB Learner
Profile trait?
Take the survey here.
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November 16
International Day of Tolerance
November 16
Universal Children’s Day
December 1
World AIDS Day
December 5
World Soil Day
December 18
Arabic Language Day
December 20
International Human Solidarity Day

Westlake’s Mission and Vision
In keeping with our commitment to excellence we
empower our students to become independent, lifelong learners in an environment where students
can learn and teachers can teach. Through a
rigorous and meaningful curriculum we lay the
foundation for our students to become successful
and vital members of an ever-changing society.

International Baccalaureate’s
Mission
The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people
who help to create a better and more peaceful
world through intercultural understanding and
respect. To this end the organization works with
schools, governments and international
organizations to develop challenging programmes
of international education and rigorous
assessment. These programmes encourage
students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who
understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.

Email: Dr. Larry at Larryt@fultonschools.org or visit: www.IBMYPWestlake.weebly.com

MYP Q&A
What changes are occurring at Westlake High School?
Westlake High School is currently conducting a feasibility study to determine if the IB Middle Years Programme’s philosophy, standards,
and practices align to the school’s curriculum and practices. If it is determined that this program is feasible, the initial application for
candidacy will be submitted by April 1, 2018 and the authorization process will begin.

What is the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (IB/MYP)?
The programme, designed to be inclusive across the entire school, allows students to build on their personal strengths and to embrace
challenges in subjects in which they may not excel. MYP students are offered the opportunity to develop their potential, to explore their
own learning preferences, to take appropriate risks, and to reflect on, and develop, a strong sense of personal identity. MYP is an
approach to teaching and learning based on the standards of international education. At Westlake High School, teachers will follow the
Georgia Standards of Excellence/GPS and infuse the MYP philosophy to develop the knowledge, attitudes, and skills students need to
participate effectively in life for them to succeed in the 21st Century.

Why choose the IB-MYP?
The MYP teaches tools for lifelong learning and fosters responsible attitudes that help students discover how to use what they learn to
take principled action. The MYP includes:
• rigorous learning objectives
• a student-centered approach to teaching
• international perspectives
• concern for the whole child
• sustained teaching and learning in more than one language
• a focus on learning how to learn
• the development of flexible thinking that prepares students to evaluate information critically and apply knowledge in complex,
unfamiliar situations.

How long does it take for a school to be IB-MYP authorized?

The authorization process has many phases: Consideration, Candidacy, and Verification. Westlake is currently in the “Consideration
Phase.” The process usually requires 3-4 years before a school is fully authorized to implement the IB Middle Years Programme.

MYP Spotlight: Exploring the IB Learner Profiles at Westlake

What’s Your IB Learner Trait?
***Look at some of our
staff members and their
self-proclaimed IB Learner
Profile trait! Aren’t they
lovely!!***
What is the IB Learner
Profile?
The aim of all IB programmes is to
develop internationally minded
people who, recognizing their
common humanity and shared
guardianship of the planet, help to
create a better and more peaceful
world. The 10 attributes are
Inquirers, Knowledgeable,
Thinkers, Communicators,
Principled, Open-Minded, Caring,
Risk-takers, Balanced, and
Reflective.

